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SHEEP

FLOCK/HERD HEALTH PLANS
The majority of clients will already have a herd or flock health plan in place & we are actively encouraging all farms 
to generate one. Not only is this a requirement from many milk/meat buyers, but there is also increasing pressure 
for all farms to have a health plan in place in order to legally purchase antibiotics and medicines from vets. Health 
plans are a useful tool in organising routine procedures such as vaccination protocols and drug choices in 
common conditions. They may also highlight opportunities to increase productivity on farm through good hygiene 
routines and youngstock management. Health plans generally take under an hour to set up with a vet and are 
annually reviewed and altered as necessary.  For more information on how a health plan could benefit your stock 
please contact one of the vets.

INFECTIOUS KERATOCONJUNCTIVITIS
(IKC/pink eye/snow blindness)
IKC is a contagious disease of sheep often seen in winter months. The rate of 
spread is rapidly increased with close contact, such as ring feeders and feed 
troughs, leading to large outbreaks over a short space of time. Signs include 
clouding of the eye’s surface, tear-staining, squinting and swelling around 
the eye (Conjunctivitis). Either one or both eyes can be affected. Treatment 
with a single IM Oxytetracycline injection (Alamycin LA/Tetroxy LA) will 
resolve most cases and can be economically justified for each ewe. 
Alternatively, antibiotic eye drops can be used if repeat administration is 
possible. Providing sheep with increased feeding and drinking space will 
reduce transmission.

BARREN EWE CHECK
Scanning ewes prior to lambing can be very cost effective. Ewes 
can be grouped on lamb numbers, allowing them to be fed 
accordingly and therefore reducing the chance of Twin Lamb 
Disease and other metabolic conditions in the lambing period. 
Identifying barren ewes is also beneficial as they can be sold taking 
advantage of the winter mutton market, removing the cost of 
running them dry through the spring. We are currently offering a 
free barren ewe check on 6-8 ewes*, which will identify exposure to 
two of the most common diseases leading to abortion and barren 
numbers. This will allow you to make an informed decision on 
vaccination and management the following year.
*Blood sampling is charged at the standard price however the laboratory 
tests are free of charge.



CATTLE

PROTECTING 
YOUR HERD 
FROM TB
With the volume of TB 
testing increasing 
through the winter, it is a 
good time to review 
certain biosecurity 
protocols you can put in 
place to control the 
spread of Bovine TB. 
While it may be 
impossible to remove all 
risk of TB, there are 
certain measures you 
can take to reduce the 
chances of this 
devastating disease 
entering your herd. Take 
a look at the key points, 
taken from the 
tbhub.co.uk, advising on 
how to keep TB free.
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WINTER JOBS
With cattle housed and the temperature dropping, it is a good time to get on top of those ‘winter jobs’. 
» Dehorns and castrates - Now is an ideal opportunity to catch any that missed disbudding or castrating earlier on in 
the year. If advanced notice is given, these can be performed at a TB test by one of the clinical vets.

» PDs – Identifying barren cows will save you money that would be spent running empty cows throughout the spring. 

» Rotavec™ Corona vaccination – Vaccinating cows will protect calves in the coming spring from viral scours. A single 
injection is given during each pregnancy between 12 and 3 weeks before calving is expected. This will prevent an outbreak 
in the spring, reducing calf mortality and improving growth rates.

» BeefCheck – 6 blood samples can be submitted free of charge* from a selection of cows, looking for exposure to BVD, 
IBR, Johnes and Lepto. Knowing your status in these diseases will help you make informed decisions with regard to 
vaccination and management.
*Blood sampling is charged at the standard price, however the laboratory tests are free of charge. 
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