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CATTLE

With the weather warming up, 
the flies are back in force. 
These common pests can 
spread several diseases and 
can have both financial and 
welfare implications. 

IBK
IBK or ‘Pink Eye’, caused by 
the bacteria Moraxella bovis, 
is spread by flies and is 
worsened by dusty conditions 
or times of stress. Early signs 
include tear staining and 
squinting, however this may 
progress to swelling and 
reddening of the eyelids. If left 
untreated, this could lead to 
ulceration of the eye surface 
and ultimately blindness. 
Infected animals should be 
promptly treated with a sub 

conjunctival injection by the 
vet, accompanied by topical 
antibiotic ointment (such as 
Orbenin™ Eye Ointment) and 
an anti-inflammatory. 

SUMMER MASTITIS
The bacteria responsible for 
Summer Mastitis is also 
spread by flies and this 
condition is predominantly 
seen in heifers and dry cows 
from May through to 
September. Early 
identification is essential, with 
the affected quarter hot, 
swollen, painful and often 
covered in flies. The affected 
animal will likely become sick 
and separate herself from the 
group. A vet should be called 
for any animal with suspected 
Summer Mastitis and they will 
likely administer appropriate 

antibiotics and 
anti-inflammatories. In certain 
cases supportive fluids may 
also be required. Teat sores 
often provide an initial 
gateway for infection and so 
at risk animals may require 
additional protection from 
flies.

For both of these conditions, 
pour-on fly control will help 
reduce the number of cases 
and severity of these. 
Spotinor® or Flypor can be 
purchased from the Farm 
Shop in various sizes and 
provide 6-8 weeks of 
protection. In certain 
situations, it may be advisable 
to avoid grazing where flies 
are known to be a problem.
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SHEEP
 
RAM MOTS 
Although it may feel like 
lambing has only just finished, 
for early lambers it is time to 
start thinking about getting 
your tups prepared for next 
season.

Ram MOTs are recommended 
6-8 weeks prior to the breeding 
season to ensure good 
mobility, health and fertility. 
These can be performed on 
farm or at the Surgery (saving 
a visit cost), along with semen 
analysis. Sub-fertile rams can 
lead to increased barren rates, 
a prolonged lambing period 
and ultimately reduced 
profitability. 

It is also the time of year to 
book in any ram vasectomies 
required for the upcoming 
season. Mixing teasers with 
the ewes 2 weeks before 
introducing the rams will 
encourage cycling and give a 
tighter lambing period. 
Vasectomies can be performed 
at the Surgery or on farm, 
provided a clean and dry area 
is available! 

FLY STRIKE 
Warmer weather brings an 
increased risk of Blow-fly Strike 
in sheep. With eggs hatching 
within 12 hours, disease and 
damage can progress quickly. 
A close eye must be kept on 
those animals with dirty back 
ends or any open wounds. 
Clipping the affected areas and 
the application of appropriate 
pour-ons (Crovect® or Ectofly) 
are the mainstay treatments 
however anti-inflammatories 
and anti-biotics may also be 
required. Prevention is better 
than cure, and this can be 

achieved by dagging, effective 
worm control and the use of 
appropriate pour-ons such as 
Clik®, Clikzin®, Ectofly or 
Crovect®. 
 
QUARANTINE
Many people will be looking to 
buy in new rams, replacement 
ewes and lambs in the 
upcoming months. It is 
important to have a plan in 
place for quarantining new 
stock and getting any 
vaccinations and treatments 
completed prior to the breeding 
season. 

Drenching bought in stock with 
either a group 4 (orange - 
Zolvix™) or 5 (purple – 
Startect®) wormer on arrival 
and holding them in a yard for 
24-48h is the gold standard 
protocol. This will clear the 
sheep of all worms and stop 
any reinfection during the early 
quarantine period. By holding 
the sheep in the yard, any 
resistant eggs on arrival will not 
contaminate and survive on 
your pasture. This would also 
be a suitable period to treat 
incoming sheep for sheep scab 
via a moxidectin injection or 
plunge dip. After the 24-48h 
holding period, the new arrivals 
should then be turned out onto 
a pasture that has already 
carried sheep this season for 3 
weeks. This is done so that if 
any resistant worms survive 
the quarantine, they will not go 
on to reproduce and populate a 
clean pasture with solely 
resistant worms. It is important 
to remember that although you 
are treating the incoming 
animals, it your current flock 
you are aiming to protect!

Holding new arrivals in a yard 
provides a good opportunity to 
identify lame animals and carry 
out foot inspections. Although 
many farms have a degree of 
Footrot, 10 different strains exist 
with different abilities to spread 
and cause disease.

Any infected sheep should be 
treated with an appropriate long 
acting antibiotic injection (such as 
Alamycin LA) and preferably 
isolated. Ideally incoming sheep 
should be foot-bathed weekly for 
the quarantine period with a 4-5% 
formalin solution or other 
appropriate product. This would 
also be a good time to consider 
administering Footvax™ to 
bought in stock. The vaccine will 
reduce the amount of bacteria 
carrier and infected sheep put into 
the soil, but also will reduce 
severity of Footrot cases.  
It is good to have a plan in place 
as to which vaccines you are 
aiming to use prior to the breeding 
season. This may include 
Heptavac®P-PLUS, abortion 
vaccines and Footvax™.

For further advice on quarantine 
and your flock health plan, get in 
touch with the Practice to discuss 
specific protocols for your farm.

FARM MEETINGS

SHEEP:
Strategic Worming of your 
Flock & the Use of Zolvix™

13th June at Stratford 
Market, 7.30pm Start.

Please contact the Surgery 
to book your place.
T: 01608 730085


