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GENERAL

MAKE THE MOST OUT OF 
HEALTH PLANNING!
Recently we have had several 
clients ringing in for their 
Herd/Flock Health Plans to be 
done last minute before an 
inspection. We will always do 
our best to get these done 
and we know how the annual 
audits can creep up on you!  
However, health planning can 
be a very rewarding way of 
analysing your farm 
performance over the last 
year, and also, allows you 
time to benchmark against 
other farms. We also now 
perform ‘Vet Spend’ reviews 
at these meetings to show 
you exactly where your 
money is going. This allows 
us to set targets to improve in 
certain areas either through 
changes in management, or 
vaccine protocols, for 
example. 
We would highly recommend 
setting aside an hour or two 
each year to review your farm 
with us! 

VET IMPRESS &
RECORD KEEPING 
When it comes to keeping 
records some farms are better 
than others!! The more you 
can record the better when it 
comes to trying to improve 
farm performance. This might 
include medicine use in your 
animals, disease and mortality 
rates, or growth rates. 
We have a new online system 
for recording data called Vet 
Impress. This collates data 
from our Robovet system (all 
drugs sales, and work done 
on farm), BCMS (animal IDs), 
lab results, milk recordings 
etc. With all this information in 
one place it allows very in 
depth analysis! 
There is also a FREE app – 
MyFarmImpress- for the 
farmer too. This allows data to 
be entered offline by you in an 
easy to use format. If any of 
you would like a 
demonstration to get you 
started please speak to the 
farm vets!

CATTLE

HEAT STRESS!
After the very hot period this 
month we are sure to see 
effects on production (growth 
rates, milk yield), feed intakes, 
and also on fertility, as many 
early pregnancies will have 
reabsorbed.
  
It is vital in these conditions 
that water is freely available 
as intakes can easily double – 
over 80L a day per cow on 
some farms! Shelter is 
important if at all possible, 
and if inside fans/sprinklers 
are vital! 

If we are going to get more 
very hot periods it is worth 
thinking to the future & 
whether investments are 
needed on your farm.

Do NOT underestimate the 
costs involved in lost 
production and fertility.
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SHEEP
 
STRATEGIC PARASITE CONTROL 
We had a very informative client meeting at Stratford Market this 
month – thank you to Elanco™ for supporting the evening and 
everyone for attending. 
 
The main theme for the evening was to make everyone aware 
just how critical the use of the different classes of wormers are 
on your farm. It is now well proven that wormer resistance is 
present on most, if not all, farms. This has been well 
documented in White and Yellow drenches over the years, but it 
is now known that there is up to 50% resistance to Clear 
(Ivermectin) wormers! This is quite shocking and very worrying. 

We can test for signs of resistance on your farm easily by 
performing Faecal Egg Counts (FECs) a time after the last 
drenching. This would be 10 days when a White wormer has 
been used, or 14 days if a Clear or Yellow has been used. 
Please bring your FRESH samples into the practice and we will 
then advise you on the best course of action for your farm. 

One area the evening did highlight is the responsible and 
strategic use of the Class 4 (Orange) wormer. Zolvix® has been 
around for a number of years and many of our farms have made 
use of it. 

We advise using it in three scenarios:

♦ ALL bought in animals as a Quarantine dose (including new
   tups, stores or replacements). 
♦ Mid-season dose in lambs. 
♦ If a resistance problem has been identified on the farm. 

The farms that have used it correctly over the years are now able 
to go back to using the other White, Yellow and Clear drenches 
that had become ineffective in the face of resistance. 

ABORTION VACCINES 
Now is the time to start planning for the pre-tupping period. 
Toxoplasma and Enzootic Abortion can both be vaccinated for at 
least 3 weeks before tupping, and are licensed to be given at the 
same time.
  
Toxoplasma and Chlamydia (Enzootic) alone account for over 
50% of all sheep abortions. Most farms will vaccinate all 
incoming replacements annually, and so build up a very good 
flock immunity within a few years. Remember Toxovax® is a 
LIVE vaccine and so needs ordering at least a week or two in 
advance so we can have it in stock at the correct time for you. 
Bear in mind when ordering that it only has 7-10 days shelf life. 
If you have any questions please contact one of the farm vets for 
Free advice!

TRACE ELEMENTS
Pre-tupping is a good time to 
check your flock status for 
Copper, Selenium and Cobalt. 
These trace elements are critical 
for the good health, optimal 
growth and fertility of your sheep. 
All we need to do is take a couple 
of blood samples from each group 
on the farm to give us a good 
picture of what is going on.
  
The soil in our area is particularly 
high in Iron, Sulphur and 
Moledynum all of which ‘lock-up’ 
Copper meaning it is unavailable 
to the body, therefore a lot of 
farms will already be 
supplementing in some way. It is 
important supplementation is 
done correctly whether using 
boluses, drenches or buckets. 
We have our own HNVG mineral 
drench formulation available from 
our Farm Shop, and also stock 
Cosecure® Sheep and Agrimin 
boluses. Please get in contact if 
you want to investigate your flock.

FARMSKILLS COURSES

The upcoming FarmSkills course 
‘Calf Rearing - Birth to Weaning’ on 
the 12th of July is now full. 

Further FarmSkills dates:
♦20th September:
Sheep lameness

♦18th October: Safe and Effective 
use of Veterinary Medicines.

♦22nd November:
Practical Calving

♦17th January 2018:
Practical lambing.

For more information or to book onto 
any of the courses contact the 

Surgery or visit www.farmskills.co.uk.

Each course runs from 10am-4pm
& includes all refreshments.

Cost pp: £75.00+VAT.


