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WINTER HOUSING JOBS
Winter housing is a good opportunity to get those jobs 
done which have been missed during busier times of year. 

▪ DE-HORNING & CASTRATION: a perfect job for winter 
without the flies! 

▪ BLOOD TESTING: the drug company MSD run a ‘Beef 
& Dairy Check’ scheme which covers lab fees to screen 
for BVD, IBR and Leptospirosis.  Johnes is another 
debilitating disease which is prominent throughout the 
UK, a simple blood test can determine the Johnes status 
of your herd. If you are unsure of your herd status or want 
to check the success of your vaccination programmes 
please contact the Surgery about this service. 

▪ VACCINATION: vaccinating pregnant animals 
pre-calving with Rotavec™ Corona to reduce the chance 
of calf scours in the spring. 

The Bovilis® ringworm vaccine ‘Ringvac’ is now back on 
the market. Ringworm is a common infectious skin 
disease in cattle caused by a spore forming fungus. It can 
be spread by direct contact between animals and through 
contact with spores in the environment. It is also highly 
contagious to humans. For more information please 
contact the Surgery. 

▪ WORMING: we have seen lots of problems with 
lungworm already this year and the recent wet weather 
means that fluke may become a problem this winter.

GENERAL
BADGERS
We are collecting road-kill badgers from Oxfordshire 
and Warwickshire for a TB study run by the University 
of Nottingham and Surrey. If you would like to collect a 
road-kill badger please use one of the packs available 
at the Surgery; containing gloves, bag and forms to fill 
out – the exact location is important for the study. Each 
badger needs to be intact and fresh(ish), i.e. not 
rotting! For every badger collected you will get £10 
cash. Please be sensible collecting badgers on busy 
roads, it’s not worth £10 to pick up a dead badger off 
the side of the M40!

CATTLE
PNEUMONIA
An outbreak of Pneumonia can cost up to £80 per sick 
calf. This cost includes medication and veterinary fees 
but more importantly the cost of vastly reduced growth 
rates and slower finishing.
 
What can you do to reduce the prevalence of 
pneumonia on your farm? 
COLOSTRUM: intake of good quality colostrum in the 
first 6 hours of life is critical to help calves fight 
disease. 
VACCINATE: intranasal vaccines work well in young 
calves and can significantly increase growth rates 
making them very cost effective.  Rispoval® IntraNasal 
lasts for around 12 weeks. Bovalto Respi 4 can be 
used as early as 2 weeks of age. If 2 doses are given 
the vaccine gives 6 months of cover. 
HOUSING: ventilation is probably the biggest 
environmental factor affecting Pneumonia outbreaks. 
TREATMENT: prompt and appropriate treatment with  
Zactran™ AND Metacam® will help to treat infection 
and reduce damage to lungs.
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

PRACTICAL LAMBING COURSE, 
18TH JANUARY

Places are going fast, so to avoid disappointment 
get in touch with the Surgery to secure your spot! 

CHARITY QUIZ NIGHT,
25TH JANUARY  

Our Farm Vet Katherine Murray is running the 
London Marathon in April (somewhere between 

calving cows and lambing sheep!) to raise money 
for ‘Worldwide Cancer Research’. To help 

fundraise, she is organising a charity evening to 
be held on Wednesday 25th January. See the 

flyer attached for more details!

SHEEP
PREGNANCY SCANNING 
Most of you will have taken your tups out by now and 
hopefully your ewes are in lamb. Pregnancy scanning of 
ewes should be carried out between 80-100 days of 
pregnancy for the most accurate results.
There are lots of benefits from scanning sheep: 
      Identify and cull out barren ewes 
  ▪ Take advantage of winter mutton prices 
  ▪ Save on feed costs 
      Identify singles/doubles/trebles 
  ▪ Group according to number of lambs and feed
  accordingly 
  ▪ Reduced waste and difficult lambings by not
  over-feeding singles 
  ▪ Reduce the risk of twin lamb disease 
  ▪ Easier fostering of spare lambs onto singles at
  lambing time 
If at scanning your barren ewe rate is 2% or higher you 
should investigate for possible causes. A subsidised 
scheme is available to XLVet practices that covers the 
cost of laboratory fees to check for Enzootic Abortion 
and Toxoplasmosis (the 2 major causes of abortion in 
the UK). Using the results of this test we can work with 
you to help reduce further losses on your farm.  

DO YOU KNOW YOUR FLOCK?
We will be recording data on several farms during the 
lambing period in order to highlight areas where 
productivity can be improved. Some examples of useful 
data include: 
  ▪ Scanning figures 
  ▪ Number of abortions 
  ▪ Number of lambs born live 
  ▪ Number of lambs born dead 
  ▪ Number of assisted lambings 
Knowledge is power! Together we can interpret such 
data and concentrate efforts on improving areas which 
will maximise profitability.
If you are keen to be involved in this exercise please 
contact Sam Potter at the Surgery or email him on: 
sam.potter@hooknortonvets.co.uk.

HERD AND FLOCK HEALTH PLANS 
As restrictions on antibiotic use in farm practice get 
tighter, we will need to be more careful about prescribing 
drugs to farmers. In order to comply with RCVS 
regulations on prescribing medication to animals ‘under 
our care’, an annual health or flock plan should be 
implemented on every farm and updated on an annual 
basis.

Health plans can be extremely useful to benchmark 
progress of individual farms and target areas which need 
some improvement to increase efficiency and 
profitability on farm.

Over the next year at Hook Norton Vets we will be trying 
to implement a basic health plan on every farm.


