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SHEEP
RAM MOTs
Last month we covered the action check list for your 
ewes before they could go with the ram. This month 
we’ll cover the ram. Your ewes can be in perfect 
condition, but if your tup doesn’t work optimally the 
results could be much worse. That’s why we 
recommend you bring your rams to the surgery for a 
MOT-check. This involves a full clinical exam with which 
we can find 90% of the problems that can reduce a 
ram’s performance. Besides the testicles and the penis, 
we also check the mouth, eyes, feet, heart and 

condition. When bringing your ram in for a check-up he 
shouldn’t have been with the ewes for at least a week. 
If you have any concerns or if you would like a full check 
we can take a semen sample and check the 
concentration and motility at the time of the 
appointment. 

VASECTOMIES
Vasectomy of rams is a procedure which is carried out 
regularly by our practice. The teasers or vasectomised 
rams can be used to both advance oestrus activity by 
about a week, and tighten up the lambing period. When 
using teaser rams, a number of principles should be 
followed:
» The ewes should be kept away from the sight or smell 

of rams for at least 3 weeks before the
teasers are introduced. 

» They should be in with the ewes for up to 14 days, and 
no longer, before the rams are introduced. 

» 2 teaser rams should be put with approximately
100 ewes. 

When choosing suitable rams as teasers it is important 
to pick rams which are well grown, sexually mature and 
are showing good libido.

IMPROVING YOUR LAMBING PERCENTAGE & AVOIDING UNNECESSARY LOSSES! 
MEETING AT STRATFORD LIVESTOCK MARKET

Kindly sponsored by Ceva

11th September 2017
7.30pm start 

Supper provided

The two most frequently diagnosed causes of abortion in UK sheep are Enzootic Abortion (EAE) and Toxoplas-
mosis. EAE prevalence in UK flocks alone is approximately 33% & is estimated to cost the industry £15 million per 
annum.  Prevention via vaccination is the best form of control & we will be discussing the use of abortion 
vaccines and how they can be of benefit to you and your flock. 

For more information or to book your place, please contact the Surgery on:
T: 01608 730085     E: farm@hooknortonvets.co.uk



Hook Norton Veterinary Group, White Hills Surgery, Sibford Road, Hook Norton, OX15 5DG.
Farm Department: 01608 730085. E: farm@hooknortonvets.co.uk. Member of XLVets UK Ltd (www.xlvets.co.uk) f

CATTLE

AUTUMN CALVING SEASON

As the autumn calving season gets properly underway, the number of 
calving difficulties is going to increase. Depending on the weather, some 
of you will have the cows inside already and this will add extra problems 
during this already challenging period for the cow. 

To protect the calves against Scour we stock Rotavec™ Corona. By 
vaccinating the dam with Rotavec™ Corona she in turn passes on extra 
antibodies to the calf through the colostrum. It’s vitally important that 
the calf gets adequate colostrum!

We recommend to follow the 3Q-rule on colostrum management:
» Quick: the calf needs its colostrum within 6 hours after birth. 
» Quality: this varies a lot between dams. We stock Colostrum 

Densimeters in the farm shop which enable you
to measure the quality of the colostrum.

» Quantity: a normal sized calf needs 4L of colostrum within
the first 12 hours.

If you have any problems with Scours or Pneumonia, please contact us 
and we can work out a plan of action. The same applies for calving 
difficulties: the earlier we get called to a problem calving the more likely 
you are to have a living calf and a healthy dam.

BVDFree ENGLAND
As most of you will know Bovine Viral Diarrhoea or BVD is a highly 
contagious viral disease of cattle. BVDFree England is a voluntary 
industry-led scheme designed to eliminate BVD virus from all cattle 
herds in the country by 2022. The key to success is to identify and 
remove all animals persistently infected (PI) with the BVD virus from the 
English cattle herd.

Initially the scheme will be run on a voluntary basis but we expect that 
when interest is high enough, the government will introduce compulsory 
testing and eradication. There will be a national database which 
contains and stores both individual and herd test results for scheme 
members. You can register your farm on the scheme and our lab will 
upload the test results to the BVDFree database where you can check 
your results. More information on the scheme can be found at 
www.bvdfree.org.uk.

DAIRY YOUNGSTOCK 
MEETING: BIRTH TO WEANING

On the 27th of September we will be 
holding a free meeting, discussing 
how we can help to improve the 
health and profitability of your dairy 
youngstock.

The meeting will be held at:
The Horse & Groom in Milcombe,

OX15 4RS
7.30pm start

Supper provided
 
We will be discussing: 
» The impact of youngstock disease 
on productivity - focusing on 
Pneumonia and Scours. 
» Growth rates and benchmarking of 
different farms/systems. 
» Minimising infectious challenge.
» Maximising calf resistance to 
disease.

Kindly sponsored by Zoetis

For more information or to book 
your place, please contact the 

Surgery on:

T: 01608 730085
E: farm@hooknortonvets.co.uk

 


