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SHEEP

POST MORTEMS
We have been very busy diagnosing reasons for death 
in lambs in the last month. Top of the list has been 
worms, including Haemonchus (Barber Pole). Beware 
this worm does not cause scouring, just anaemia 
through sucking their blood.
 
More recently in the last week we have seen multiple 
deaths due to Pasteurella Pneumonia and Septicaemia. 
This is again due to the changing weather. Even 

animals vaccinated with Heptavac® P-plus/Ovivac® 
P-plus may not be fully covered as there are different 
strains causing deaths. There is a Pastuerella vaccine 
that you can use to prevent further disease, please 
discuss with one of the vets if you would like more 
information.

We have a post mortem room on site at Hook Norton, 
which saves any visit charges. Please give us some 
warning if you are bringing anything in though as we 
need to make sure there is a vet available at the 
Surgery!

LAMENESS!
Tis’ the season, and many farms are having problems 
already with Scald/Footrot/CODD.

FOOTVAX™ can help TREAT and PREVENT problems 
from occurring. Mid-pregnancy would be the best time 
to administer it, as we don’t want to stress the ewes out 
in early gestation. Quite often one dose a year for flocks 
is enough, but this does depend on the infection 
pressure present.

Remember the Rules:
Treat early, cull hard, AND VACCINATE!

Lamb  Pneumonia PM PM at the Surgery PD-ing Dairy Cows

PRACTICAL LAMBING - January 17th 2018
Why not get ahead of the game and join us on one of our Practical Lambing Courses. Maybe you want to brush 
up on your knowledge, or you could have your first lambing period ahead of you. Our Practical Lambing course 
offers you practical, farm based training with one of our experienced farm vets. Each day runs from 10-4 and 
will be based both at our Hook Norton Surgery and at one of our client’s local farms. Our first Practical Lambing 
Course will run on the 17th of January 2018. For more information  please contact Farm Reception. 



CATTLE

ACTION JOHNES
The National Johne’s Management Plan has been developed to help 
provide strategies to manage the control of Johne’s Disease on your 
farm. Sam Baldwyn, one of our farm Directors, is a BCVA Certified 
Johne’s trained vet. 

If you are interested in setting up a plan for your farm please contact 
the Surgery and we can arrange a visit to discuss the situation on your 
farm.

PNEUMONIA & VACCINATION
Weaning and housing are very stressful events for calves, and usually 
coincide with the changing environmental conditions that we are 
currently seeing. It is vital you make sure these animals are covered to 
ensure optimal growth whilst housed, and to prevent disease.
Many of our farms have had great success in recent years in 
vaccinating their animals at (pre-) housing time. The risks on your 
farms are all different, and so, it is best to discuss with your vet the 
correct vaccine for your animals.

Bovalto Respi 4                Rispoval® IntraNasal
2 doses (3 weeks apart) 1 dose
Immunity lasts 6 months Immunity lasts 3 months
Under skin                                Up the nose
RSV/Pi3/BVD/Pasteurella RSV/Pi3

HNVG DISBUDDING SERVICE
Disbudding is an essential job but is often put off for another day, 
especially during busy periods. The HNVG Disbudding Service ensures 
that calves are disbudded at the correct time (2-4 weeks of age) 
without causing disruption to your work load. It is vital that pain and 
discomfort are kept to a minimum. All calves receive gold standard 
treatment, including local anaesthetic and anti-inflammatory 
(Metacam®). 

We are also now regularly sedating calves in groups of up to 20 
animals. This minimises stress even further for both the animal and 
disbudder!! We are offering an all-inclusive deal per animal, including 
local/Metacam®/sedation and disbudding, for £6-8/animal (dependent 
on size/age), excl. VAT. Please get in contact if we can be of assistance!
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JOBS FOR THE MONTH!

1. Aborting Heifers – remember if they 
are more than 4 months pregnant 
they will require an injection of steroid 
as well as the Estrumate™! We scan 
many heifers for this reason rather 
than just Estrumating them blindly.

2. PD Sessions – now is a good time to 
scan your cows. It will cost you £££ to 
feed an empty cow through the 
winter!

3. Worming (+/- Fluke) – at housing, or 
6 weeks after for Fluke if your animals 
are at risk.

4. Last minute fixing or adaptations of 
your sheds to improve ventilation!

5. Book your TB tests in with plenty of 
time to spare – we are extremely busy 
and mostly booked up until Xmas!

FARMSKILLS

Upcoming FarmSkills Courses for 2017.

Whilst the days may be getting 
shorter and the nights longer, there is 
still time for you to book a space onto 
one of our FarmSkills courses this year.

Each course is run by one of our 
experienced Farm Vets. By providing 
practical, farm based training, we 
hope to provide you with the tools to 
better tend your livestock and 
improve your business performance. 
For more information, please contact 
the Surgery.

 » 22nd of November 2017
Practical Calving

We are also taking bookings for our 
Practical Lambing course, at the 
beginning of next year. 

» 17th January 2018
Practical Lambing 

Thank you to everyone who attended 
our meeting on Healthy Heifers last 
month, and to the attendees of our 
latest Sheep Lameness Farmskills 
course.


