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GENERAL

The very welcome rain after all the hot weather has meant a fresh growth of grass for grazing animals. It has 
led to the hatching of cattle lungworm larvae and an increase in gut worms and their eggs on the pastures. It 
has also meant an increase in humidity and flies. 

CATTLE
LUNGWORM (HUSK)
The first sign is coughing in cattle at grass, especially 
when moved. The lungworm larvae hatch on the 
pasture in mild moist conditions and are ingested with 
the herbage. It takes 10-14 days for them to migrate in 
the body before they reach the lungs and mature into 
adults, which causes problems in the lung tissue.
 Diagnosis is by clinical signs which can be 
confirmed with a faeces sample in which the live larvae 
can be detected. This test takes 24 hours to set up and 
complete.
 Treatment is with an anthelmintic- all of the 
standard drenches, injections and pour-ons work 
against Dictyocaulus viviparaus. The most economic 
and long lasting is Ivermectin pour-on preparation (e.g. 
Noromectin®, Bimectin® & Closamectin) which lasts for 
at least 4 weeks and will kill lungworm throughout this 
autumn period. BEWARE – if any animals have a heavy 
burden of lungworm, treating and killing them can 
sometimes cause an anaphylactic (shock) reaction in 
the animal and symptoms can worsen. 
 If you require any advice on prevention, 
treatment and how to avoid the shock reaction please 
contact the Surgery. We have already found lungworm 
in one of our organic herds this summer. 

NEW FOREST EYE
New Forest Eye is caused by a 
bacteria Moraxella bovis and is 
spread by biting flies around 
the animal’s eyes. This tends to 
be worse in wooded areas.
Herefords are particularly -

NEW FOREST EYE, CONTINUED.
prone due to the white skin around the eyes. 
 Prevention is by regular use of fly products (e.g. 
ear tags and pour-ons) in all cattle at grass. This 
considerably reduces the problem and encourages 
cattle to graze. We recommend and stock both Flypor 
and Spotinor® both of which last for 4-6 weeks so need 
re-applying during the summer. 
 Treatment for New Forest eye requires prompt 
administration of topical antibiotics to the eye (e.g. 
Opticlox) and systematic antibiotics (e.g. Alamycin 
LA/Zactran®). A subconjunctival injection of antibiotics 
given at the first treatment will considerably shorten the 
duration of the infection. This is best given by a vet.

SUMMER MASTITIS
Summer Mastitis (August Bag) is caused by a collection 
of bacteria that are carried by biting flies. The bacteria is 
introduced into the teat canal when the flies bite the end 
of the teat. The risk of infection is much greater in areas 
around streams and woodland where the fly levels are 
much higher. At risk animals are all females with an 
udder (and even some males!). This can be a maiden 
udder and the animal needn’t be pregnant.
 Prevention is not only by systemic fly control 
products, but also by the application of localised fly 
sprays around the udder/groin area in high risk dairy 
and suckler cows at weekly intervals. Prompt detection 
of hot swollen quarters is important to reduce udder 
damage. However in most cases incision of the teat, by 
a vet, will be required to get drainage.
 Treatment involves antibiotics, 
anti-inflammatories and intramammary tubes.
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SHEEP

Last month we covered strategic parasite control along with abortion 
vaccines & trace elements. August is traditionally the month 
replacements are bought in from up North or via local sheep sales at 
Bicester and Rugby. 

ACTION LIST FOR REPLACEMENTS:
1. Clostridial & pasteurella vaccination (Heptavac®P-Plus) – some 
replacement females will be sold with a vaccine warranty. This is fine 
BUT if there is any doubt 2 doses, 4 weeks apart pre-tupping is vital. The 
booster dose is given pre-lambing. 

2. Abortion vaccine – we recommend a single dose of each vaccine 
against Toxoplasma and Enzootic Abortion. This must be given at least 
3 weeks pre-tupping & lasts a lifetime. 

3. Parasite control – Sheep Scab/Worms/Fluke. To prevent the 
introduction of resistant worms, dose with Zolvix® as you unload your 
replacements. For Sheep Scab we recommend either an O/P dip or 
(more likely) an injection of Cydectin®or Dectomax™. For Fluke we 
advise a treatment with Endofluke 4 weeks after arrival (usually with the 
2nd Heptavac®P-Plus injection or abortion vaccine). 

4. Lameness control – we recommend a footbath of Lincospectin™ as 
they come off the lorry to try to eliminate any Foot rot, Scald or Digital 
Dermatitis being introduced onto the farm. Consider the use of Footvax
™ in all new sheep to reduce Foot rot problems. The timing of the 
vaccine will have to fit around Heptavac®P-Plus and abortion vaccines. 
We advise at least a two-week period between each group of vaccines. 

5.Quarantine – keep all bought in sheep well away from the main flock 
until you have completed parasite control & vaccine regimes. This will 
allow you to spot any other problems (e.g. Orf) and deal with them. 

FARM SHOP NEWS

CLOSAMECTIN
We have a quantity of 5 litre and 1 litre 
Closamectin pour-on dated the end 
of October at a bargain price of 
£60+VAT per litre.

ZOLVIX®
Although Zolvix® is now a POM-VPS 
drug, it is still available in our Farm 
Shop. We will not be beaten on the 
price of Zolvix®, so please contact the 
Surgery, speak to Steve, Sam Baldwyn 
or Liz and we will match any quote 
you have been given.

TOXOVAX®
The number of sheep flocks using 
Toxovax® to prevent lamb losses 
through Toxoplasmosis has increased 
over the past few years. However less 
than one in five ewe replacements are 
vaccinated, yet this costly disease 
affects more than 90% of flocks.
September and October are the peak 
months for vaccination and MSD 
Animal Health the makers of 
Toxovax®, are likely to reach 
maximum capacity in these months 
and may not be able to supply 100% 
of the product required. 

We are therefore encouraging 
farmers, where possible, to bring 
vaccination forwards into August. 
Breeding females should all be 
vaccinated between 4 months and 3 
weeks prior to tupping. Ewe lambs 
must be aged over 5 months for their 
first vaccination prior to tupping. 
Schedule this crucial task as early as 
possible. We understand this doesn’t 
suit everybody but for those who can 
we are offering a promotion on 
Toxovax® purchased & delivered in 
August.

Contact the Surgery for more 
information.
 

UP-COMING FARMSKILLS COURSE

♦20th September: Sheep lameness

For more information or to book onto any of the courses contact 
the Surgery or visit www.farmskills.co.uk.


